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Oalglotd Mm@  21821/2022  e&HMUleal  AllWMo@OEIEE  6Nlan).GHOS
£6a06HNS®]  Qfleldo)OmWd1eEBeMm  "In  Explanation III to the training
qualification for the post of HSA, it is clearly stated that persons who have
successfully undergone Acharya Course of the Kerala Hindi Prachar Sabha up to
and including the academic year 2014-15 shall be considered to possess the requisite
training qualification. It is true that in Rule 2(1) of Chapter XXXI, the qualification
for the post of Headmaster is shown as a degree in Arts or Science or its
equivalent and B.Ed/BT/LT or its equivalent as conferred or recognized by the
universities in Kerala. Admittedly the petitioner has a degree and there is no
dispute on that. But petitioner's qualification based on Ext.P7 can be treated as

equivalent to B.Ed/BT/Lt as mentioned in Rule 2 of Chapter XXXI of KER is the
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point to be decided. For deciding the same, this Court has to read Rule (2) of
chapter XXXI of KER read with Explanation (1) to Rule 44A of Chapter XIV (A) of
KER. There the graduate service is explained to the effect that the graduate service
should be after acquisition of collegiate training such as BT, LT or B.Ed. Rule 44A
chapter XIV A also states the minimum qualification for appointment as
Headmaster. Since Explanation clearly says that after acquisition of collegiate
training such as BT,LT or B.Ed the candidate should be in graduate service as
defined in that explanation. Hence it is clear that the qualification of BT, LT or
B.Ed alone are not included but such other qualifications are also included. As I
mentioned earlier,Ext.P7 is a collegiate training and as per Rule 2 (iv) of Chapter
XXXI of KER, the training qualification includes Acharya course of the Kerala
Hindi Prachara Sabha. Explanation III was inserted as per Ext.P6 amendment to
KER on 17.2.2020. Since that Explanation was added on 17.2.2020, the mentioning
the term “equivalent” in Rule 2(1) of chapter XXXI of KER can be presumed as

relaxed. Therefore it is clear that the petitioner has the required qualifications.

AlWIMP@EM@S  equivalence gl QOSSN 6NIa0).MV)eflo GBSO @jaflerd
)003-90 @HOS8 alnila; MBSy’ @exllarid 2021 (4) KLT online 1178 (SC) 0)03
021Q®eM @RSIMOIMOTITd MVAQHL0u0elded mlinie GEm)aly @RLOAl
oIVl al€laflg)8s mudgladleeglm’ mian). ©6a0cHesell M@ 0)slow)
6068B36)M The word “Equivalence” in its plain meaning implies something which is
equal to another. The apex Court also observed that in the field of academics,
application of the principle of equivalency in relation to degree in two subjects
would mean that they had the same standing and status all along, unless the
official instrument according equivalency specifies a date from which the
respective subjects would be treated as such, in express terms or by implication. In
the light of the words used such as in Explanation 1 to Rule 44A while narrating
the collegiate training, I am of the considered opinion that Ext.P7 certificate can
be treated as a collegiate training such as BT, LT or B.Ed as mentioned in
Explanation 1 to Rule 44A of chapter XIV A of KER @)@ MlmM)o (Ula 0oz
aldMO®  GHOS a0l  (@aldEMVEWIHS @aloy  qUASladleegin’ cHos
MBQB»e0w0oell@d Mmoo @EeIBaul  elElaflISS®IMOGd @)ald®y
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“Controverting the above contention, the counsel for the contesting respondents

submitted as follows:

There can be different types of training acquired by a teacher. He might be a TTC
holder. He might have language teachers training course which is sufficient for
appointment as HSA (language). There are other training qualifications, such as
BT/LT/B.Ed. These three qualifications are (BT/LT/B.Ed) are obtained after
collegiate training. There might be a case where a teacher might have completed
12 years service after obtaining B.Ed Degree. If the qualification, a language
teacher with LTTC or TTC and who has completed 12 years service obtaining B.A
degree will be eligible for appointment as Headmaster as LTTC and TTC are also
training qualifications, even if he has not completed 12 years after obtaining B.Ed.
So, to exclude other training qualifications, it is specified that the 12 years
graduate service should be after acquisition of collegiate training. What is meant
by the said Explanation is that the training qualification must be a qualification at
the college level and not an inferior training qualification. We find that the
contention urged by the respondents is a plausible view. It is not stated in the Rule
that the qualification must be BT/LT or B.Ed. obtained after studying in a college.
On the contrary, the words used are “after acquisition of collegiate training, such
as BT/LT or B.Ed”. It only means that the graduate service must be service after

obtaining BT/LT or B.Ed or similar qualifications.”
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