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VISVESVARAYA INDUSTRIAL & TECHNOLOGICAL MUSEUM

A Unit of National Council of Science Museums, Ministry of Culture, Gowt. of India

NO. VM 24(18)/EDEXT/SISDC-2026/ ~24 § 14" July 2026

Ministry of Culture (3 '
de Government of India

The Director of General Education
Jagathi,
Thiruvananthapuram-695014

Kerala

Sub: Southern India Science Drama Contest - 2026 req.

Sir/Madam,

| am glad to inform you that this year Southern India Science Drama Contest will be
held at Visvesvaraya Industrial and Technological Museum, Bangalore on 19" & 20" November
2026.

The main theme for National Science Drama Festival is ‘Science & Society’. The Sub-
v themes are as follows:
\

Artificial Intelligence: Friend, Tool or Threat?
EV: Way Forward

Interstellar Habitats

Restoring Oceans — Preserving Generations

P ek

It is requested that the State level Science Drama Contest of your state may be organised
by the Education Department before 20" October 2026, after completion of block level, district
level competitions etc., The Basic information, Rules & regulations and a brief guideline for the
preparation/presentation for the conduct of State Level Science Drama Contest are enclosed
herewith for your reference. This may kindly be circulated to the participants / schools to have
maximum participation. The date & venue of the State Level Science Drama Contest may please
be intimated to us well in advance to enable us to send our representatives to attend the
programme.

The First and Second Prize winners of State Level Science Drama Contest will participate
in Southern India Science Drama Contest 2026 (SISDC- 2026) on 19" & 20" November 2026
at VITM, Bengaluru. Similarly, First and Second Prize winners of SISDC 2026 will participate in
the National Level Science Drama Festival (NSDF 2026-27) to be organised by National Council
of Science Museums at Science City, Kolkata probably in first week of January 2027. The exact
date of the NSDF (2026-27) will be communicated to you in due course.
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On completion of the State Level Science Drama Contest, it is requested that the details of
winners (First and Second Prize) with required particulars as given in the prescribed format
attached herewith, may kindly be sent to us for further necessary action. For further queries and
details, please feel free to contact: Shri. Prasanta Kumar Biswal, Education Officer & Regional
Coordinator (South Zone), Visvesvaraya Industrial and Technological Museum, Kasturba Road,
Bangalore — 560 001, Phone no: 080-22040224/228, Cell no. 9341953443 and Email IDs:
vitmuseum@gmail.com and sisdfvitm@gmail.com.

An early reply to this communication is highly appreciated.
|
Thanking You, / Yours'faithfully,

(K Sajoo/Bhaskaran)
' Director

Encl: 1. Instruction sheet
2. Registration form
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Visvesvaraya Industrial and Technological Museum
(A unit of NCSM) Ministry of Culture, Government of India
5216, Kasturba Road, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560001

GUIDELINES FOR
SOUTHERN INDIA SCIENCE DRAMA CONTEST (SISDC) — 2026

Who can participate?

The competition is open to school students studying in Classes VI to X. The First and Second Prize-
winning teams from each of the seven Southern States/Union Territories (UTs) are eligible to
participate in the Southern India Science Drama Contest (SISDC-2026), which will be held at the
Visvesvaraya Industrial and Technological Museum (VITM), Bengaluru, on 19th and 20th
November 2026.

For participation in the State-level Science Drama Contest, please contact the respective State
Coordinators.

Theme and Sub-themes of SISDC-2026 & NSDF 2026-27
Main Theme: Science & Society

Sub-themes: 1. Artificial Intelligence: Friend, Tool or Threat?
2. EV: Way Forward
3. Interstellar Habitats
4. Restoring Oceans — Preserving Generations

Note: The drama should be based on any one of the above sub-themes and must convey a clear
scientific message.

Operational Attributes of the Drama Presentation

e The duration of the drama shall not exceed 30 minutes.

o Each team shall comprise a maximum of 10 members: one Director, one Script Writer, and up
to eight stage artists of any gender.

« Strict adherence to the prescribed duration and the maximum number of stage artists is
mandatory.

« The participating team shall arrange its own stage props, sets, lighting, and other requirements.
Stage setup must be completed within 15 minutes.

e The drama may be performed in any of the Scheduled Indian Languages or in English.

« Costumes, dance, music, mime, and models may be used to enhance the presentation. However,
all such arrangements shall be made by the participating team.

o Written posters, banners, audio-visual aids, etc., may be used to reinforce the presentation.

Nature of the Script and Presentation
o The drama should preferably be script-based and should effectively communicate a scientific
message aligned with the prescribed theme and sub-theme.
o Two key aspects of a science drama deserve special attention: the story and the liveliness of the
performance. The story consists of events, characters, and settings arranged in a meaningful
sequence.
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Visvesvaraya Industrial and Technological Museum
(A unit of NCSM) Ministry of Culture, Government of India
5216, Kasturba Road, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560001

« Liveliness encourages emotional engagement from the audience. A life-like story facilitates
meaningful learning and fosters empathy. By moving beyond conventional academic
presentations, story-based science drama can promote a deeper understanding of the nature of
science while encouraging discussion of ethical issues through empathetic learning.

» A science drama should provide both the performers and the audience with an emotionally
engaging and aesthetically enriching experience.

« Dialogues should be simple, clear, and easily understandable.

» Presentations that rely more on visual action and less on lengthy dialogues are generally
appreciated.

« The performance should leave both the participants and the audiences with a sense of emotional
and aesthetic enrichment while helping them learn meaningful scientific concepts.

« The drama should avoid melodramatic performances and excessive sloganeering.

Important Guidelines for Participating in the Science Drama Contest
1. Originality of Entries

All entries must be original. The script should not have been published in any form or submitted
previously to any competition, whether online or offline.

2. Continuity of the Drama

The same drama performed at the School-level and Block-level competitions must be presented at all
subsequent levels. No major changes to the script or presentation are permitted between different stages
of the competition.

3. Correct Representation of Science

The script should be based on the prescribed theme and one of the suggested sub-thames.

If the script incorporates current scientific or technological concepts, they must be presented accurately.
The presentation should avoid misinformation, sensationalism, and the propglgation of pseudoscience or
unscientific claims.

4. Regional Languages
The script may be submitted in any Regional Language or in English. Scripts submitted in a Regional
Language must be accompanied by an English translation.

Important Information for Participants
o The participating school shall submit an English translation of the script to the organizers well
before the staging of the drama.
« Passport-size photographs of all participants shall be submitted along with the registration
details. The following information must be written on the reverse side of each photograph:

o Name
o Class
o School

o Role played in the drama
 Photographs of the performances of the First and Second Prize-winning dramas at the
State/Union Territory level shall also be submitted along with the participants' details for
registration to SISDC-2026.
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Visvesvaraya Industrial and Technological Museum
(A unit of NCSM) Ministry of Culture, Government of India
5216, Kasturba Road, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560001

Judging Criteria
Each team shall be evaluated for a total of 100 marks by judges nominated by the organizing
institution, according to the following distribution:

Criteria Marks
Presentation of the Drama 50
Scientific Content 30
Effectiveness of the Drama 20
Total 100

The decision of the jury members shall be final and binding on all participating teams. No
correspondence, canvassing or intervention by any authority shall be entertained.

Prizes
The following prizes shall be awarded to the participating teams in SISDC-2026. In the event of any
dispute, the Director, VITM shall be the sole arbitration authority.

Team Prizes
o Best Drama — First Prize
e Best Drama — Second Prize
¢ Best Drama — Third Prize

Individual Prizes
« Best Director — One Prize
« Best Script Writer — One Prize
o Best Actor (Male) — One Prize
» Best Actor (Female) — One Prize
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SOUTHERN INDIA SCIENCE DRAMA CONTEST 2026
(19" & 20™ November 2026)

REGISTRATION FORM

Duly filled-in form by State Level winning team for participation in SISDC-2026 is to be sent to
The Regional Coordinator (SISDC-2026),

Visvesvaraya Industrial & Technological Museum,
Kasturba Road, Bangalore — 560 001
& through email ID sisdfvitm@gmail.com

(Use capital letters to fill the form)

1) Name of the State:
2) Position secured in State/UT Level(Put V mark): (First/Second)
3) Title of the Drama

4) Language of dialogue delivery
5) Name of the School
'6) Postal Address of the school (with Pin code)

7) Phone No. Email:
8) Name of the Principal: Mobile No. -
9) School Email ID:
10) Details of Students:-
. Name of the Student Class |Date of Birth el Character in Drama
No. (M/F)
1
2
3
; .
)
6
7
: |
1
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11) Details of Director of the Drama:-

Name & Gender

Designation Mobile
(Capital letters) Number
Email ID

12) Details of the Script Writer of the Drama /Escort Teacher:- (Please mention separately -

Distinctly if Script writer and escort teachers are different)

Name & Gender

Designation Mobile

(Capital letters) Number

Email ID

13) Arrival details at Bangalore: [ ] By Own vehicle [] By Bus []By Train
Date of Arrival: Time of Arrival

14) Departure details from Bangalore: [] By Own vehicle [] By Bus |:|By Train
Date of Departure: Time of Departure

15)  Does your team need accommodation facility (on sharing basis only) YES [0 NO [
Kindly note that accommodation, food and transport will be provided strictly only for (8 + 2)
10 members (i.e. 8 students + One Director + One Script Writer or Escort Teacher) during their
stay at Bangalore. Under any circumstances VITM will not entertain any request for additional
accommodation, food and transport for members in excess of the numbers stated above.
Such team with extra members has to make their own arrangements like accommodation,

transport & food at their own cost for extra members.

16)  Enclosures required for reference:

i) Synopsis of drama (English about max 1 A4 Sheet) enclosed [] YES ] NO

ii) Script of drama (in English) enclosed (Jvyes [No

iii) Photograph (3 Nos) of drama while enacted at State level enclosed [] YES [JNO

iv) Due to restrictions of cash payment, VITM shall send admissible amount to the Bank account
of any one member of the team. The selected such member of the team shall need to produce
his bank account details like a cancelled cheque leaf and copy of bank pass book first page
clearly having all details. Such team member should have authority for the same from the
respective school. The details are to be produced in the attached Proforma with attestation
from Head of the school.

(Signature of the Head of the Institution with seal of the school)

2
7
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