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Transfer of the Pre-University Course: We attach great significance to the location, ex-
clusively in the schools, of all the courses that form part of higher secondary education.
When the higher secondary pattern was first recommended, the pre - university Course
was ntroduced only as a transitional measure. Unfortunately, the transition threatens to
become permanent, and even today about 40% of the total enrollment in the Universities
and affiliated colleges is in the intermediate or pre-university courses. This is a great evil
from all points of view. It is bad for the universities and colleges as their resources and
energies are being improperly utilized and even wasted in doing what is essentially the
work of secondary schools. [t is bad for the secondary schools because they are weakend
by being deprived of a stage which could give them good teachers and facilities, with the
result that they are obliged to do a good deal of work which ought to have been done at
the primary stage. It is bad for the students because they are now required to enter uni-
versities at too early an age, and compelied to learn through methods of higher education
which are beyond their capacity and more suited to maturer students. We, therefore,
strongly recommend that the pre-university course, irrespective of its duration, should
first be transferred to the school on a high priority basis — this transfer to be completed
by the end of the Fifth Five Year Plan at the latesr’.
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